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THE FORMATION OF THE MINISRY OF INTERIOR BORDIRGUARD.

Imnediately after the second World War Hungsry

had no Army. In the summer of 1945 the temporary Natlonal Government

began to organlze the firgt military unlts, which were for the

o st part Natlonal Defence Border Patrol unitse The profesgsiongl
duty of the members of such units was the guarding of the nation's
borierg. )

Previous to WorldWar II. Hungary had Border Patrol
units and 1n the pogt war years 1t geemed loglcal to continue
thlg practices

Toward the end of 1947 and early in 1948 covernmen-
tal pouer was gelzed by the Communists , consequently reenforced
border-natrol strenght became a necessity. At this time within
the frame-work of the Natlongl Police Force the m called Nationsl
Defence Sectlon was organlzed and entrusted with the mo gt important
Interlor gpeclal constable dutles, wiose sgphere of activity in-
cluded ingpection of the border traffic as well.

During the coursge of 1948 Yugodlavia cseparated it~
self from the DVviet Blockse Now reenforcement of the Border-
Patrol strenght became declslvely importente P Ffar the political
Pasddvity of the border=guards made 1t possible for the mow in-
crininated tltolst politlicleng of Hungary to flee to Yugo dlavia.®
Arilaxly between 1945 and 1948 rightist politiclans who were
in dancer of liquidation fled westward, dally. It becane incres-
slnZly clear to the CGommund gt reglme in power that the Bordel=
Patrol unlts are almost to one man unredliasble in the service of

wags one of the titol S&S' Wa%fpor o 589, RgJk=~casg

*éener’al Polffy Gommdr, in Chief,of % army and Borderpatrol
f?his ecuted, 9
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the resine's interegtse Jusgt as the memberg of the Police Force
were unrellable at the tlme' as nany among them recelved thelr
treining durlng the Horthy-regime. Nothing but the s called
Yatlongl Defence 3ectlon wlthin the frame=work of the Natlonal
Pollce proved gltogether religble for the purposes of the
Commmnl gt covernment. Therefore the Govermment gset out to
craduglly replace the men in the Border=patrol unitsg with defi-
nitely reliable and more drastically energetic mene

This mgy explaln why the Traffic Ingectlion Pointg, or
Exlt and Entrance Stations on the border, were the firgt ones to be
placed directly under the directlion of the Bhhte Dbfence Section.
{Lous.)

When in 1949 the State Defence Sectlon gpparatus was
fully developed in the frgme work of the Natlonsgl Police it was
geparated from the Pollice Force and masde independent of the
Interior Minigstry, under the name of State Defence Authority.

Thls neant 1ltsg esta.blislmént én'lan independent police organ.
On the ggenda of thls organ were State securlty tasks, such as
the executlon of o called defensive dutles, the gathering of in-
fornation in the country's interior and in forelgn countries and
on the other hand the guarding of the nation's borderss

Thus in the year 1949 the Natlonal Border-patrol unlts
vwere in thelr entirety replaced by the border-guard units of the
State Defence Authorlty. This organizationgl move brought another
and not in the least unimportant adventage to the government.
4ccording to the peace~treaty Hungary's military strensht was to
be linmited to 651000 men, The 25.'1000‘strenght of the State Defence
uthority's borderguard units d1d not figure in the military strenght

of the nation,
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During the course of 1949 and 1950 the guarding of the nation'sg
borders was excluslvely in the hands of professional State-Def.
Authority men gppointed for thlg duty. 4an effort was medeto in-
crease the number of the men ln these border=guard unltg, and
they began to recrult men to the Border-guard. Political re-
1igbility was one of the mogt important requirementgin the rec~
rult, and by thls was meant gt the time, the greatest pogsible
loyalty to the Dviet Unlon. Congequently, the flrst recrults
were etther Party memberg or came from the ranks of recently
returning ﬁungerian PW-g, who have merited sme oortof dis
tinction for themselves in the UsS SRe Whether they had pre-
vious tralning or not was not important, because they were

to be treined in the border-guard units. Thesge men enjoyed
then the lot of the polltlcally and materlglly privileged in the
countrye.

But the exceptlonglly mood pay for thegse State Defence
Authority men wasg found to be a great flnanclal burden to the
govermment. From 1951 on, the Communil st regime tried gradually
to rid 1t self of thlg eXpense. The economic burdens of the 5-
Jear plan with 1tgs hegvy lndustrlgl and military investments,
tozether with the ecoromic ggnction in effect on the part of
the Western powers  ripened the governmental de/ci slon that
tho se members of the State Defence Rethority's Border=-guard
unlts who ge duty was the actudl guarding of the border, ghould
be replaced by young men of military age who were ligble to
conseriptlon, anduwere drafted, subsequently.

Thus beginning with 1950 and in the year 1951 nmany
of the State Defence mithority's sgppolnted professiongl men

were elther discharseé. or trangferred to other uni’hs,\rlhere
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elther asg NCO-s or ag officers they were given commanding or

leading positions.
From 1951 on the Borderguard personnel conslsted wholly

of drofted enligted mens Thelr tour of duty was 3 years and the
only -dventase they had over thepther enlisted men in the Army
wag that thelr food rations were betters This however was not
as “reat an adventage as were the physical and mentgl hardshipg
involved in actual guard duty, a dissdventage.

In this way the regime rid 1tself of the financlsl burden
pPlaced upon 1t earller and at the same tine, achleved maximum gtrencht
in guard nersomel., The whole re-oraganization was achleved on
the basls of Pviet experience and practices

Needless to say that the new gsituation brought with 1t the
danger of passivity on the part of the borderguard's drafted enlisted
nan, who were not concerned with comwunigt ( Pviet) interegts and
314 not see thelr borderguard duties in the 1ight of thege interegts.

Duty on the border was & strailn on the personnel physically
and wentally and it was dlsadventageous flnaheially; Therefore the
strictness of the militery di scipline_became more and more far
reaching and “pight.‘On or off duty, the persomnel was ceaselesdly
subJect to supervigslon, an obligation mot neglected by the commanderse
The enlisted man was forbidded to leave the barracks or the territory
of the partlcular outposte He would get leave once yearly, but
never on the more:t.importanf holldays, for at such times the number
of nen on duty was usuglly increased. Actlon contrary to regulations
infraction of discipline, or the least milstske while on duty was
promptly punisheds A borderguard was Court-martisled if found
agsleep on gugrd-duty or if an umpuni sh‘ed border-viclation took
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place whlle he was on dutys If found gullty he wag liable to
serve sever:l years in prioon.

In 1953 Imre Nagy proclaimed the " new government
orogramm" and openly admitted to encroachments and violations
of law by the State Defence Authority men. 1In the mind of the
people and In the thought of oome Party members the covert dige
satlgfaction with the actlons of the State Defence authority
men increased. Pregumebly the government was influenced by this
when in 1983 the State Defence muthority was denled 1ts indepen~
dence o2nd both the Internal Security Police Force and the Bordere
guard was glven jointly a Commander in Chlef and placed under
the authority of the Interior Ministry.

Amul taneousgly with these reorganizationsl changes the
enllsted men in the Border-guard units saw changes in the ranks
of thelr officersg aswsll. For the officers gpeclal traning in the
field waos made an Increagingly important requirement. The officers
who could not meet thesge requirements or did o only in part were
glven less important gsslgments or transferred to other drganize-
tions ( to the Pollce, to Priwns, or to Govermment owned Goe-g)
The vacancles were given to young Borderguard Officers who Just
then pot out of officer's training school, These new men were
Petter ttalned and had more educatlionm than thelr predecesmr s.

Beginning with 1953 an increasingly Yarge mumber of e
highschool gradustes and men who had gpeclidl tralning of game
ort were drafted into the borderguards. This ghaonged the sltuation
2geln to where mnow there were among the bordergusrd personnel a
conslderable number of men who did not agree with the politics

of the communist regime. Tilg clrcumstance did not weasken the
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bordersuard units, however, because each borderepr: . . knew

that should he prove "dldloyal™ or be promounced a "traftor"

( ghould he have fled to sugtrig) hlg wife, or father or mother
or brothers were to be penglized for his deed with ag much as a
tm year - prilsgn-term. Thlg clrcumstance, of course greatly
increaged the restive gense and disgsatigfaction in the persomael
and broucht the fedling of belng at the mercy of the povermment,
requlting in thé thought of active resistance. Theevents in Octs
1056 nroved thlg to be the cases In the mogt declgive hourg,
the units of the Borderguard elther remsined passive or slded
with the revolutlonaries.

The above mentioned gltugtlon 1s typlcal of how the
comunl gt covernment in Huncary used the cltizens of that nation

srainst thelr own will in the gervice ot 1tg own purposesgy for

Teal's OV
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